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Climate Change and Communication Gap 

 From the reduction to the 
adaptation and food security 

 We need more knowledge 

 more cooperation: Locals 
play more important role in 
security and  adaptation  

 more communication   

 Two way communication 
from the top and bottom 

 



Local knowledge and Food Security 

1) We need more knowledge and tools 

 Security = bio and knowledge diversity  

 Local Knowledge is about 

1. Human and Nature: learning about nature 
and adaptation, such as preservation, seasons, herbs  

2. Human and Human: sharing, gender, trade  

3. Human and Supernatural: conservation,  



Local knowledge and Food Security 

2) Bridging the gaps with local knowledge 

 Communication gap: raising awareness is 
connecting to daily life 

 Cooperation gap: 

 bridging the gap between different sectors 
and levels 

 Cooperation in the basin is crossing  borders 
of countries, sectors, and knowledge 



What is TBR? 

 Thai/tai Baan = villager 
 Villager = researcher ≠ participant 
 Simple meaning = searching for knowledge in a 

local community by villagers,   with local 
methodology/approaches ,   for community’s benefit 

 Results :  
1. Local knowledge is recorded 

2. Communities is strengthened 

3. Community’s rights is recognized   



Main Approaches 

 Local Knowledge: 

 Nature and human adaptation 

 Social management 

 Supernatural  

 Politics of Knowledge: 

 Knowledge is human’s production  

 Justice of knowledge: power is 
knowledge, knowledge is power  
(of the producers) 

 Counter knowledge production 



Six Steps of TBR 

1. Create cooperation  
2. Preparation: select topics and researchers, data collection, 

methodology (area, schedule, etc.)  

 Topics: 1) fish, 2) ecosystems, 3) fishing gears, 4) vegetable 
and herbs, 5) history, 6) culture, 7) economy, 8) wildlife 

3. Data collection 
4. Data check 
5. Analysis, summarization, and recording  

6. Presentation 
 

Research design is flexible depending on local and national 
contexts.  

 

Methodology 

should be part of  
everyday life 



Step 3) Data Collection 



Step 4) Data Check 

 Presentation of each research topic 

 Progress report, what is the missing data 

 Exchange and check data between each topic 
group  



Step 5) Summarization and Record 

 Analysis and summarization 

 Recording knowledge: report, song, poem, wall 
painting, map, sculpture, and etc.  

 Presentation to the communities  



Step 6 ) Presentation 

 Publications 

 Dissemination  



Example of TBR 

TBR on the Mekong at Chiang Khong, Chiang Rai 
Province 

 Research topics: 1) fisheries, 2) riverine ecosystems, 3) 
plant and vegetation, 4) fishing gears, 5) riverbank garden, 
6) social, economic, and cultural issues 

 Findings:  

 96 fish species found ( 270 at Chiang Khan, 265 at Pak Mun) 

 201 plants 



 Findings:  

 63 local fishing gears 

 11 important Lang /Luang 
(fishing ground)  



 Findings: 11 sub-
ecosystems based on 
local knowledge at Khon 
Phi Long : such as rong (dry 

season water channel near 
river bank), kok (deep pool 
near river bank 



Example of TBR 

TBR on “Pak Mun Women” Ubon 
Ratchathani Province 

 The main reason for their fighting 
against Pak Mun dam is food security  

 When environmental change, impacts 
to women and their adaptation are 
different from men 

 Men and women nave different roles, 
so access to information and 
participation are different  



Adoption in Thailand 

1. Rasi Salai River 
2. Song Kham River 
3. Yom River 
4. Salween River 
5. Mekong River at 

Chiang Kong 
6. and more 



Adoption in the Basin 

 TBR is conducted in 5 Mekong 
countries except for in China 

Sala Phoum, 

Cambodia  
Workshop in China 

         Red River,Vietnam  

Dawei Villagers, Myanmar 



Conclusion 

 Security is diversity of biology,  
knowledge, and cooperation 

 We need a lot more knowledge  

 Local Knowledge and good governance 

 dialogue without gaps : scientific + 
local knowledge  

 Access to information 

 Participation 

 TBR : a tool for building environmental 
democracy /good governance  

 a tool for co-operative efforts 



Recommendations 

 we still have time and many alternatives for energy but 
not for fish, when fish is gone it gone forever 

 Don’t let our ignorance destroy the future, go slower 
we need more knowledge 

 Supporting community research 

 Knowledge translation from different languages, 
knowledge, and levels  

 Sharing experiences across borders  

 Mekong local community fund 



Thank You 
For more information 

 
aaa@livingriversiam.org 

 

www.LivingRiverSiam.org 

My future and 
the world’s 

security is in 
your hands 


