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November 10, 2004

Karen Rivers Watch

Press Release

"Damming at Gunpoint"

New Karen report exposes atrocities paving the way for Salween Dams

A report released today by Karen community groups reveals atrocities committed by the Burmese military regime in northern Karen State to secure control over sites on the Salween River where Burma and Thailand are planning dams on their shared border. 

Since 1992, the regime has used scorched earth tactics to seize control of Papun District, formerly a Karen-controlled territory. 210 villages have been destroyed, and half of the population, about 50,000 people, driven into Thailand or other parts of Burma. About 35,000 people, 60% of the remaining population, live in hiding in the jungles. 

Burma Army presence in Papun has increased from ten garrisons in 1992 to fifty-four today, including twelve along the Salween river fortified with heavy artillery. Roads leading to the dam sites have been built using forced labour, and landmines planted alongside.

Karen Rivers Watch is demanding an immediate end to plans to dam the Salween, predicting even greater militarization and abuses if the dams are built.

"We want Thai people to wake up to the ugly reality of these dams. They're not going to be scenic picnic-areas. They'll be surrounded by heavy artillery and land-mines," said Naw Paw Gay Khu, director of Karen Rivers Watch.

The report urges the international community to review support for all development programs implemented by the regime in Burma. 

"The regime is using the pretext of "development" to justify its subjugation and militarization of ethnic areas, and to gain support from foreign countries. But without political reform and restoration of basic rights of citizens, these development programs will only inflict further suffering on the people of Burma," said Naw Paw Gay Khu.

The report can be viewed at: www.freewebs.com/ka_rw2003

For further details contact: Saw Laueh Roland: Tel. no: 072127006  
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